Interspecific differences in the movements of female ticks on reptiles.
Movements of females of two reptile ticks, Amblyomma limbatum and Aponomma hydrosauri were studied to determine whether the behaviour of the species on hosts was similar or different. Experiments were conducted to determine if the movement of females on hosts prior to mating was influenced by the delayed attachment of conspecific males. A field experiment was also undertaken to determine whether data obtained during laboratory experiments reflected the behaviour of females on hosts in the field. Both in laboratory and field experiments, a significantly greater proportion of Ap. hydrosauri females changed their site of attachment prior to mating. Individual Ap. hydrosauri females made significantly more positional changes than Amb. limbatum females. These interspecific differences occurred irrespective of the absence of conspecific males or presence of non-conspecific adults on hosts. These data may have important ecological implications in relation to the success of colonizing females at their parapatric boundary.